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2. Orbiting Dreams 
3. Aurora 
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See Blue Audio: ambient / electronic / beatless / cinematic / downtempo / eclectic / 

introspective… Shade rather than light... 

 
If the opening release of 2025 on See Blue Audio, ‘Vestige’ by Leit Motif, was an audio 
journey into the nature of what it is to be human in the chaos that surrounds us, its 
successor takes a trip into the outer reaches of space and our imagination. It also 
welcomes a new artist to the label in the shape of Athens-based electronic artist 
Substak. With the ‘Silent Observers’ EP, the fifty-ninth release on See Blue Audio, he 
invites us into his world where sound operates as a form of language. 
 
Kostas Staikos, otherwise known as Substak, began his passion for music as a means of 
escape from everyday life with a commitment to creative freedom and expression. 
Since then, he has developed into a fabulously prolific artist on both the dub techno 
and ambient/drone scenes, releasing music on myriad labels too numerous to mention 
and from all over the world. The result is a truly impressive portfolio of work. Setting 
himself no limits and with an artistic vision transcending conventional boundaries, his 
musical compass points in multiple directions from deep and dubby techno to dark 
ambient and drone soundscapes. On ‘Silent Observers’, Kostas takes a further step with 
sonic explorations that plunge into the depths of space ambience. 
 
Across five short but perfectly succinct tracks, Kostas brings his ideas into being with 
exquisite clarity. Beatless, shrouded in static and radio interference, and with subtle 



melodies that seem to almost crawl into life, the effect is soothing and dreamlike, but 
still demanding of our attention. At times it can be unsettling, but such is the nature of 
the great, mysterious universe that hovers above us. As the titles suggest, the cosmos 
is the central theme of ‘Silent Observers’ and the listener quickly becomes immersed in 
the Substak interpretation of travelling through endless space to unknown galaxies. 
 
The closing title track hints at a possible alternative view: perhaps we are the observed 
and not the observers; it’s they who are looking at us from afar and wondering who 
and what we are. This is their radio transmission and at times it’s almost as if the signal 
is breaking up. 
 
Substak has created something very special here and it’s a glorious addition to the See 
Blue Audio catalogue. The ‘Silent Observers’ EP evokes a sense of reflection and is 
ideally suited for relaxation and meditation while still retaining a questioning tone. To 
paraphrase the line from a famous science fiction movie, "In space no one can hear 
anything at all.” 


